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MOC CHAU—A multifaceted project, funded
by the Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research, is helping forge links
between growers in Moc Chau and retailers
around Vietnam.

by John Baker

egetable growers in Moc Chau, north-west
Vietnam, are seeing improvements in crop
production and market returns as a result of

a project supported by the Australian government. |Et \ am
The project, funded by the Australian Centre for

International Agricultural Research, involves collabora- : Cé Chua

tion between farmers, production and market research ’ :

organisations, as well as the commercial sector, includ- Lo = ~ -~ Mﬁc Chau
ing three retailers in Hanoi: Metro Cash & Carry, : ’
Fivimart and Big Green.

Project leader Gordon Rogers says farmers are not

only identifying what is required in the market, but [ ' 2 7 S e
working to satisfy those needs. > -
An early step in the process was to survey Hanoi ] ;
» 4

retailers and consumers about their requirements for A 2 :
tomatoes, cabbage, lettuce and other crops being grown BAO GOM THUE) \“
in Moc Chau. iilic U S At B SNt SR Y

The results were very clear: consumers wanted L . TOP LEFT—Ve,
fresh, safe products, along with clear identification of ]
the origin of production; retailers wanted reliability

of supply.
The results have been used to improve farming prac-

ractices such as
re being adopted

tices including the effective and safe use of pesticides —Simple crop
and fertilisers, which has led to the development of safe v

vegetable certification. lent field of
The project has also helped to open market access to
: : ’ rtifications feature

supermarket retailers in Hanoi.
Market research has led to the development of a m project coordinator
logo for use by those farmers producing safe vegetables,
enabling retailers and consumers to easily identify

products from Moc Chau. ®
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