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Distinguished participants, Thua cac quy vi dai biéu,

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be here today, at the one-day conference “Supplying the
market of tomorrow"./To0i that su vui mirng dudc ¢ day hom nay, tai hoi nghi “Cung U'ng cho thi trudng
ngay mai”.

Vietnam is a big agricultural producing country, satisfying domestic and export markets. However,
food safety is a concern most people living in Vietnam increasingly share. Consumers in Viethamese
cities are not sure whether the food they buy is guaranteed safe food. Markets in North Vietnam are
flooded with for example vegetables coming from China. Consumers and government officials are right
in questioning whether their food is meeting acceptable safety standards./Viét Nam la mot nuéc céd
nganh san xudt néng nghiép I8n, théa man thi trudng trong nudc va xudt kh&u. Tuy nhién, nhiing
ngudi sdng & Viét Nam ngay cang quan tdm dén van dé an toan thuc phdm. Ngudi tiéu ding & cac
thanh phd cla Viét Nam khéng chac liéu thuc phdm ma ho mua cé dugc dam bao an toan hay khéng.
Chang han nhu, cac thi trudng & mién B&c Viét Nam tran ngdp cac loai rau tir Trung Qudc. Ngudi tiéu
dung va cac can bd nha nudc ding khi dat cdu hdi liéu nhitng loai thuc phdm nay cé dat tiéu chuén an
toan chap nhan dugc hay khong.

Assuring that the food available in the market is safe and healthy is a challenging task for government
agencies, non-governmental organizations, companies and farmers alike. In particular now, as the
Vietnamese population has increased to 90 million and the per capita demand is ever increasing./Dam
bao thuc phdm trén thi trudng an toan va cé Igi cho stic khde 1& mdt nhiém vu day thach thirc véi cac
cd quan nha nudc, cac t6 chlic phi chinh phu, cadc cong ty va ngudi ndng dan. Dac biét Ia hién nay, khi
dan so Viét Nam da dat 90 triéu va tiéu dung trén dau ngudi ngay cang tang.

The Netherlands is a leading country in agricultural technology and innovation. We have been working
with Vietnam for already many years in many sectors like horticulture, fisheries, cocoa, coffee,
livestock and dairy. We do so by working with farmers, by training them, by setting up linkages of
farmers with processors and retailers and by supporting government agencies in drafting relevant
regulations./Ha Lan 1a mot qudc gia dan dau vé cdng nghé va déi mdi trong nganh ndng nghiép. TU
nhiéu ndm nay, ching toi lam viéc véi Viét Nam trong nhiéu linh vuc nhu rau hoa qud, thdy san, ca
cao, ca phé va sita. Ching t6i thuc hién bang cach lam viéc véi ngusi néng dan, tap huén cho ho, két
ndi ngudi ndng dan vdi cac ca s ché bién va nha ban lé va ho trg cac cd quan nha nudc soan thao cac
quy dinh phu hgp.

In our bilateral cooperation we make use of the comparative advantages of the two countries in
agricultural production. Our cooperation is always focused on the development of sustainable value
chains, particularly in the format of public-private partnerships, taking into account economic, social
and environmental concerns. Food safety also plays an important role in all of these value chains.
Producing safe and healthy food does not only require agro inputs (seeds, fertilizer, pesticides,
equipment), but require also advanced know-how on how to use those inputs as efficiently as
possible./Trong hgp tac song phudng, ching téi tan dung nhitng Igi thé so sanh cua hai nudc trong
san xuat ndng nghiép. Chlng tdi ludn ludn tap trung hdp tac phat trién cac chudi gia tri bén vitng, dac
biét la dudi hinh thitc hgp tac cong tu, cd xem xét nhitng quan ngai vé kinh t€, xa hoi va moi trudng.

Ensuring food safety also requires a mechanism and an environment of efficient cooperation among
farmers, processors and traders. They need to be able to produce safe food, put them in the market
and earn a good living out of it. Consumers need to be able to buy food at reasonable prices, without
having to doubt whether it is safe or not. Government agencies are to set up the rules and facilitate
the process./D& dam bao an toan thuc phdm codn phai cdn moét co ché va su hdp tac hiéu qua vé moi
trudng gilra ngudi néng dan, cd sé ché bién va thudng nhan. Ho can c6 kha nang san xuat dugc thuc
phdm an toan, dua dugc ching ra thi trudng va cé dudc thu nhdp t6t. Ngudi tiéu dung can cé kha



néng mua dudc thuc phdm véi gid phai chdng ma khdng phai nghi ngd rdng thuc phdm dd cé an toan
hay khong.

Major achievements have been made over the past years. An example to be presented to you in more
detail later today is the project “Creation of a value chain for vegetables in North Vietham”. It was
successfully implemented by Fresh Studio, together with their project partners, Metro, and
Wageningen University. This project was supported by the Netherlands Embassy in Hanoi./Nhiéu
thanh qua chinh da dat dugc trong nhirng nam qua. M6t vi du s& dugc trinh bay chi tiét véi cac quy vi
ngay hém nay la du an “Tao lap chuoi gid tri rau ¢ Mién Bac Viét Nam”. Dy an nay da dudgc Fresh
Studio thuc hién thanh céng véi su hgp tac cua Metro va trudng dai hoc Wageningen. Dy an nay dugc
Pai s quan Ha Lan tai Ha NG6i ho trg.

In this project small farmers, located in the lowlands of the Red River Delta as well as the poorer and
more remote farmers located in the mountains in the North, were organized in six groups. A regional
solution was developed to supplement the vegetable supply from the Red River Delta during the
summer period. In this way retailers like Metro are now able to source high-quality and safe
vegetables year round from North Vietnam./Trong du an nay, nhirng ngudi néng dan quy mo nho &
ving déng bdng Séng Hdng va nhitng ngudi néng dan nghéo & khu vuc mién nui phia Bac dudc té
chilric thanh 6 nhom. Mét gidi phap khu vuc da dugc trién khai d&€ b sung cho ngudn cung 'ng rau tir
déng béng Sdng HBng trong mua hé. Béng cach nay, nhitng nha ban 1é nhu Metro gid day cé thé cé
ngudn cung rau chat lugng cao va an toan quanh ndm tl Mién Béc Viét Nam.

However, a lot still needs to be done. To make it successful, your proactive participation as a
consumer, producer, trader, researcher or retailer continues to be essential./Tuy nhién, con nhiéu viéc
phai lam. D& dat dugc thanh cong, su chi déng tham gia cua cac quy vi véi tu cach la mot ngudi tiéu
dung, ngudi san xuat, thudgng nhan, nha nghién clru hodac nha ban Ié rat quan trong.

I look forward to our continued cooperation and wish you a fruitful and enjoyable conference./Téi
mong chung ta ti€p tuc hgp tac va xin chic cac quy vi mét hoi nghi thanh céng tot dep.



